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Twenty years later, engineering students continue to learn from the structural factors that 
contributed to the collapse of World Trade Center buildings following the airplane impacts on 
9/11. 

Relying on WTC investigation reports from the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) and including the findings of the paper by Zdeněk P. Bažant, professor of civil engineering 
and materials science at Northwestern University, “Why Did the World Trade Center Collapse,” 
written two days after the collapse and published six days after that, the seminar will focus on 
how the buildings were constructed from an engineering perspective, including the interaction 
of foundation with the core, the steel columns and the floor systems to explain the causes of the 
collapse. 
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